3/4/2019 lowa airports hope to land millions in state funding - Radio lowa

BUSINESS & ECONOMY POLITICS & GOVERNMENT SPORTS HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS ALL TOPICS

TRAVEL

i wiSCRsin

HOME AUDIO ARCHIVES CONTACT US REPORTERS AFFILIATES AFFILIATE SUPPORT POSTS COMMENTS

YOU ARE HERE: HOME / NEWS / IOWA AIRPORTS HOPE TO LAND MILLIONS IN STATE FUNDING

lowa airports hope to land millions in
state funding

MARCH 4, 2019 BY O. KAY HENDERSON

Managers of the state's airports are dealing with increased passenger traffic, more cargo and bigger
planes — and they're seeking a significant increase in state taxpayer support over the next decade.

https://www.radioiowa.com/2019/03/04/iowa-airports-hope-to-land-16-5-million-in-state-funding/

1/8


https://www.radioiowa.com/
https://www.travelwisconsin.com/dining/supper-clubs?utm_campaign=wdt_winter18&utm_source=learfield&utm_medium=display&utm_content=728x90&utm_term=supper_club_7
https://www.radioiowa.com/
https://www.radioiowa.com/category/news/
https://www.radioiowa.com/author/khendersonradioiowa-com/
https://www.radioiowa.com/category/business/
https://www.radioiowa.com/category/politics-government/
https://www.radioiowa.com/category/sports/
https://www.radioiowa.com/category/sports/ffn/
https://www.radioiowa.com/news-categories/
http://radioiowa.com/
http://audioarchives.learfielddemos.com/radio-iowa-audio-archive/
https://www.radioiowa.com/contact-us/
https://www.radioiowa.com/reporters/
https://www.radioiowa.com/radio-stations/
https://www.radioiowa.com/affiliatesupport/
http://feeds.feedburner.com/RadioIowaNews
https://www.radioiowa.com/comments/feed/

3/4/2019 lowa airports hope to land millions in state funding - Radio lowa

“We're doing what we can with the funds we have, but

we've got a long way to go,” says Marty Lenss, director /
of the Eastern lowa Airport in Cedar Rapids. } j‘
He cites a recent survey of businesses showed air

service was one of the three key factors for business
expansion and location decisions.

“You don't have to look very far to see that play out,” Lenss says. “Caterpillar pulled out of Peoria,
ILlinois. It cited as air service connectivity as part of the reason why they pulled their headquarters
out after 100 years of being in that community.”

The eight lowa airports with commercial passenger service are asking for $13.5 million in state
support in each of the next 10 years. Lenss says the money's needed because lowa's airports need to
be updated. In Cedar Rapids, they had record passenger traffic and a 22 percent increase in cargo
traffic just last year.

‘Because of the growth in both segments, we're having what I'd call some elbow room issues on the
apron because the airplanes have gotten bigger, so we we need more wingtip clearance,” Lenss
says, “so we're working to separate the air cargo to a new location on the airfield”

Some of that work has started in Cedar Rapids. The state's largest airport in Des Moines is facing the
same issues. AJ. Graff, director of operations at the Des Moines Airport Authority, says passengers
are seeing it.

*Our hold rooms were designed to accommodate DCQ aircraft back in the '60s when those were
built. The aircraft we have at those gates now are significantly larger,” Graff says. “Especially in the
early morning, that peak period, it's standing-room-only for passengers as they wait to get on their
aircraft”
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Graff says the Des Moines Airport has to be creative to accommodate flights at the times the airlines
want to fly them.

“Aircraft that come in the evening, they sit at the airport overnight and then they leave first thing in
the morning to fee those hubs, that's really where we're feeling the strain,” Graff says. “.I'm not saying
we're there, but we're getting close to maximizing the facility.”

Chris Wood, general manager of the Region of Waterloo Airport, says his airport needs new hangar
space for clients flying in on modern aircraft with wider wings and taller tails.

‘Corporate clients that we have frequenting Waterloo such as John Deere, Target — because they
have a significant warehouse and distribution center in Cedar Falls and others," he says. ‘Menards is
another one!’

The lowa Public Airports Association is also asking legislators to set aside $3 million in each of the
next 10 years for the 110 general aviation airports around the state. The total request for all lowa
airports is $16.5 million for next year alone. In the current year, lowa's 118 airports are splitting $2.2
million in state funding.
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